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MAN WHO DISTRIBUTED HAZARDOUS COUNTERFEIT PRODUCTS 

SENTENCED TO 63 MONTHS IN PRISON 

HOUSTON—A Chinese national convicted on six counts of trafficking in counterfeit merchandise 
in July was sentenced to 63 months in prison here yesterday, following a six-month undercover 
investigation conducted by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

Zheng Xiao Yi, 35, operating from his local business known as XYZ Trading Corp., was charged 
with trafficking in merchandise carrying counterfeit trademarks valued at $520,000 from August to 
November 2003. Many items were identical to genuine trademark items registered by: the Gillette 
Company, Underwriters Laboratories Inc., Marvel Enterprises Inc., and Nike Inc. 

ICE special agents discovered the counterfeit items after a random examination of a shipping 
container consigned to XYZ Trading Corp. 

Many items that ICE seized posed a serious threat to consumer safety. For example: “Dinacell” 
batteries could leak mercury; flashlights could explode if the batteries were inserted backwards; and 
fake Spider-Man phones, guitars and figures, and faulty power strips and extension cords could burst 
into flames within seconds. 

“Electrical items not approved by the Underwriters Laboratories are a risk to any consumer,” said 
Joseph R. Webber, ICE Houston special agent-in-charge. “These items are not safe for the public 
and especially pose a threat to children. In addition, counterfeiting robs the legitimate businesses of 
their trademark, and cheapens the credibility of its merchandise.” 
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Zheng Xiao Yi incorporated and was the registered agent for XYZ Trading Corp. created March 1, 
2002. XYZ Trading is located at 7018 Harwin Dr. in Southwest Houston. 

As a convicted felon who had already received final orders of removal in January 1997, Zheng Xiao 
Yi will be deported back to China after he completes his sentence. 

# ICE # 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security. ICE is comprised of five integrated divisions that form a 21st century law 
enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


